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REF: 1115 

Height: 38 cm (15") 

Width: 28 cm (11") 

Framed Height:  56.5 cm (22.2") 

Framed Width:  46 cm (18.1") 

Description

The present brush drawing would appear to feature the artist Muirhead Bone, sketching or working on an
etching plate, in a characteristic, seated pose. It is inscribed, Bone, but is clearly not by Bone, who did not
work in this style. Orpen did, and he also inscribed many of his ink drawings with titles and other
inscriptions, and here he may have been identifying his subject, with a flourish on the "B", and the "one" in
his usual handwriting.Two years apart in age and moving in the same circles in London, Muirhead Bone
and William Orpen would have known each other, and Bone certainly knew John and Ida, who were both
close to Orpen. They may have first crossed paths when both men were working in Manchester in 1899,
and they were both members of the Society of Twelve exhibiting group. Orpen's work featured prominently
in "The Nation's War Paintings" exhibition in 1919-20, which was largely curated by Bone and Henry
Tonks. Because there is no specific evidence that the drawing is by Orpen, it is here listed as attributed to
the artist.
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